
 

 

Trauma-informed ACEs Screening and Intervention Evaluation Demonstration Project 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
1. What screening tools are planned to be used in this project?  

The PEARLS tool, available here: https://www.acesaware.org/learn-about-
screening/screening-tools/ 

 
2. Are participants expected to invest in purchasing screening tools? If yes, how 

much?  
The tool is available from the ACEs Aware website free of charge. 

     
3. Can the said tools be administered by medical assistants? (I understand that 

reviewing and discussing the results are in the realm of the providers). 
Yes, absolutely, the tool is most commonly introduced by the MA, and parents are asked 
to complete independently, with review by the medical provider 

     
4. How much time staff and providers are expected to spend during the visit to use the 

tools? 
This will be determined by the score and the provider, but in most cases, there is a 3-5 
minute discussion. 

   
5. Are the screening tools validated and billable? 

The PEARLS tool is validated, and in California there is approved funding for 
reimbursement, it varies from state to state otherwise, but we do have guidance on 
billing, and have had practices across the US be successful in getting 
reimbursement. Click here for our PDF on billing considerations. 

 
6. What will be involved in integration of those tools in EMR?  

We ask that you document the ACE score in your EHR, at a minimum, and be able to (at 
some point) provide data reporting on screening rates 

    
7. Based on your previous experience, how difficult is it to integrate the screening tool 

into the EMR?  
Based on our experience, there has always been a way to work a score into a field in any 
EHR, and this would be a topic we would work with you on during the coaching calls. 

        
8. Are there any strings attached to the $10.000 stipend in terms of regulations on how 

funds are to be utilized?  
There is no restriction on how the funds will be used 
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9. What is the difference between this particular program and the MOC 4 activity that 
practices listed on slide 26 of your presentation?  
As this project is a collaboration between both CYW and NJAAP, we merged our 
programs so that we are essentially using similar practices implemented by the NPPC 
pilot practices but within a Project ECHO framework.  

 
10. What is the word/character limit on the "write in" questions of the application?  

There are no word limits set in the write in questions; however we do ask that you answer 
in the most concise manner possible. 
 

11. Can I apply if my practice is outside of the United States? 
Unfortunately our funding prohibits us from working with practices serving non-US 
residents, (military base medical clinics outside the US are eligible). 


